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(Good enough for
the track or trail

O Last month in Oerer The Bars we
brayweht vow the incredible neswsra
rbogl the team that won the _-\.J_l’fl
1000 & ex wictuelly bone stock Hondo
TRX450F. For 2004, thct Galdan West
Crcle team, headed up by John
GEregory, ".r::.-.f_t-rr:.z':.;l.:fi fracteary sup
port contract for their efforls, Whils
running a completaly stock machinea
may possibly gl the job dope, the
ferm ]'u:ls :.:-_=i::|-:’IE'~\.~ to meodify the 4500
1o give them an even batter chonce to
ke on the competition this wear,

Dayz belfore Ihf:- shart of l} 2004
deszert racing season, we hod o
chance to join the SGold West Trols
(W) feam af o tesi session. Thess
clerys, dezert roce quads are what we
con cansider the ultdmate tradl bike.
Theay hictwe o be super rellable, han-
dle al] bypes of terrain and be com-
":_:-l bl 16 pide ior hawrs an end. Don™
ey agreaT With that in mind, whils
R W 1l 1 1k 16 |l:"'| SESSI0N WE 'lf-\'rlf.d
cleverr <l ¢ :-f bie firee destenls cmel s=tup
ricks o the W mcochine ond are
LIeairey |-:| EHOIES thesrn -.1|l.'.lr'" Lo Yol
Wher o finellse get o |'|-:'1|"-:’ 2k o
newr Herwda, "_:-|,| TRl e[ W b o L LR B g
arern ulirmate tredl oo,

The lest sider (Dowg Elchnar), sponsar (Scott Wrighth, angine tuner (Loren Duncan),
chassis buider [Dowg Roll) and shock guros (Martin Lamowreds and Sam
Arsemawlt] make a powerhouss team in ATV racing. Seme may have ollier ramtes
for theem; we congider them some of the best,

To make i easier to add ofl, the GWE quad has a long filler fube atfached to the ol
cap, TR¥450R ewnars have fo rermember lo eheck and change the ofl on both sides
of this englne,
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The Goalden Waest c].r.:nle m.xdsﬂn I & feng way from the smn:Fr ﬂﬁﬂH ﬂT-E]." rowde in fast J-fear’ﬁ' Baja 1000, This one is hwice as
good, 50 the team will be twice as fough fo beal.

Daug Eictner is a key part of Durcen Racing's tasnn;} program, He personally

halps develpp every Duncan racing product.
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The team will be
"|E'E~ in the Scors and Best
racing series. Doug

[Accm
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Eichner cngd Mork Speath will pilot
cie mochine while Gregory and

_.3|_1||||:.-' Buddd will mcin tha ather.
Crunean Bacing will buila the

motors on bolh gquads, As af this test

session  Duncoan had  only  an

Thiz TRX450R iz abput 2-1/2 inches
fanger than stock. This helps it fiy bet-
ter and comguar fhe rowgh Siull more
zmoothhy.

axhaust aod the HRED [Henda
Bacing Corporation) cam on this
machine, Flans are 1o hove thedr
own ocam and pisten kil in the wery
naar future. The iryshenlle o
Himeon clute I'. kit and uses Maxirme

r
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RACE 450R

250 synthetic Gold englne ol os
well as Moxima chain lube and
caalanf,

Thee stock corb is weed with warying
jeliing spece depending on location.
A KEE&N illler le mounted In the stock
ciitbox. [IME supples the team with o
3.5-gallon cuick Hil gos tonk to owtfit
the new Hondo.

CHARSIS

A DD Gaold Beriea chadn connecta
the fromst | 5-tooth Sunstor eprocket o
o 28 Sunsior in the rear The GWOC
tecam ks Elka and Boll suspenslon
all the wery ground. The front was
diriled in with plus-ane-inch wide
cined ene inch farsord Lobea [0 A-ormsa
with Elkecr Cuad Rate fully adjustable
Elite serles shocks. Moxdmum travel is
cin Impressdve 13,5 inches.

Ot back, o Lebo [ ewingarm with
on Elka dual rate fully adjustzbls
Elite Series shock travels 12.5 inches.
To glve the riders more atability, a 2t
of M5 lorge footpegs are installed.
IME oleo supplies shifters, broke ped-
cle and bumpers bo the tearm.

CGoalelary Weast Cyele Privene Lahal
peirts made thelr woy on o the race
ciucicls L the form of o bar clamp and
uncer-belly skld platea. The billet
rear akld plate frem thedr Baja win-
ning quad found ita way on fo this
newr machine.

R high bend Tog Aluminum T-2
cversize bare and Tog grips (medi-
umdaclt compound), with a Mation
Pro Twiat push/pull style throtile kit
contrele the machine. An Acerbis
Rally [ hondouard kit protecta the
riders honde.

TIRES, WHEELS, ETC.

CGetiing the power ta the ground,
these quye rely on ITF Holeshots to do
the trick. Thiz machine bod sbeply
XCTe meazuring 23-7-10 up iront
with elght pel and on the rear 22-11-9
glx-ply XCTa held ancther sight pai
Since this quad was using a stock
e, the rear Holeshols were mount-
ed on a desp 3+50 inches offzat
Douglas Ulimate in the rear. Up
Iront, @ profecting 4+ offsat Douglas
wis installed.

The team dose have some confi-
detce in Honda'z atock components
ond kept a number of itema OERL
Thoes Include the frome, body, spin-
dleg, aoxle, hubs and ignition.
However they did add an extra inch
of foom . plus o GWE cover to the
slock Honda seat for comibort.

THE RIDE

Mo that you koowr what goes into
oezembling the 2004 faclory Honda
degert race quads, its time wea told

vou how they work. In one word;
cgwasome. The Duncan exhoust
equipped motor was atill very smooth
with a throotier feel. The motor
would rev slightly gquicker thon
stock and pull just oz good out of
cornars and up hills. The pushipull
terist throfile made gassing it butlecy
srmocth.

Etock, the Honda brakes are the
best in lhe buslness but lor some
recison the tedam changed o sles)
brojded lines on the roce guod,
They didnt work as good as the
stockers,

Wilth 23-inch lires and 15/38 gear-
11T, thie dasar! roeer Ril o leapy ﬁrﬂﬂ{lfﬂ
just over 90 miles per hour At on
averagae raoe spoeed of A0 mph the
lescdinl aepects o ool T4 milles ot of
one bank of gos. However, those
miksage expesloiions will drop alter
the mofor receives mare modilioo-
ticns,

The kiggest improvement this
machine recaived was in the sus-
pension depariment. Witk a 1-1/2
inch longer swingarm, the quad's
front end stoys planied undsr qocoel-
arafion. Mow, it is just light enough
to loft over chatacles if necesszary
But it stays on the ground when it
should and tracks great.

In the rough stuff, the front end is
amazing. Teu could literally slam
inla larme bowling boll slze rocks
yrith either front Hre and barely jee)
it. The Hondoz light and twitchy
nosa ia also reduced with the help of
the heavier front end and o GFR
atabilizer.

During this fest the GWOC team
vwrae eill finalizing setlings on tha
rear end. However, this quad still
had the bast suspension oo ony
TRX450R we have aver tested. We
fock several lops around our private
clasar fest track and falt comifartabla
fram the beginning.

Unlike cther race quads,which are
sometimes rigid, this is smooth, plush
and very lorgiving, With a prep job
ready for 1000 miles in Baja, this
mochine could last o year out an tha
trails easy. Just be sura fo check and
chonge the oil on bath sides of the
Honda engine and you're gaood o go.

Te find oul more about the GWC
dasarl 4508 ar to hulld your owrn
ready for the teqll version, call them
cit (BO0) 3B3-6776.



