SPECIAL: 12 HOURS OF PONT-DE-VAUX

3 Americans take on the world i_1__1 Francel!

Oh, well, Mark Ehrhardt never claimed to be a professional sprinter. Despite his fall in d With one of his team's three quads
the slick mud, the two-time Mickey Thompson Champ had moved into the lead after leading, and only hall an hour left to
just three laps. ao in the "3 12 Hours of Pont-de-Vonor,
== Session one begins and local Frenchman Cyril “Pont-de-Vaux Holeshot King”® Faure the chief mechanic for Duncan Rac
grabs the lead. In hot pursuit are the team quads of Ehrhardt/Eichner (11), Anderson ing/Philip Charles Racing fi nally suc-
{4, Camanini (85), Bontoux (100), Phillips (1), Meynier (3) and Van der Laan (5). cumbs to the tension and, shaking his
e e head, slowly walks away from the pit
wall cmd back to the race van: “I'm sa
nervous right now . . . [ just can't
watch this omymaoral™

The tension is high for many rea
sons. Pont-de-Voux is one of, if not the
most, prestigicus quad races in Eu-
rope. POV, named after the small town

T o in France near the race site, begon six
s - years ago, and ne Amercan has ever
. placed in the top three. This yvear,

three Americans are within half an
hour of pulling it off. Mark Ehrhardt
(Mickey Thompson Champ in 9] and
92) and Doug Eichner (current Mickey
Thompson points leader) have teamed
up on one of the three Duncan Reoe-
ing/Philip Charles Racing Banshees
and are in the lead. Indiana's Bob
Slocmn 92 Cross-Country Champ) has
teamad up with Cyril Foure (Tamaha
Moter France) and that team is run-
e e i : : ning seccnd.

Riding on the #7100 team was four-time Pont-de-Vaux Champ Joel Bontoux of France, : Ot e 12-hour race, me
who came out of retirement to compete this year just for fun on o FourTrax-powered chanical faoilure plays a major role,
Banshee. Since Joel hasn't been training, he felt that the lighter, more manageable 250 and that is ancther source of lension. [t
motor {on a trick Banshee chassis) would be less of a handful. might seem ot first that pacing (and o
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Check 'em out! Between each of the four
race sessions, quads were impournded i
the area seen here, and no repairs were
allowed. During these times, spectators
could check out the exotic machinery or
take advantage of the various infield
activities.

= Three hours down and nine to go in
Pont-de-Vaux, France. After completing
the first of four three-hour sessions, a
swealy but happy Doug Eichner reflects
on taking the first session win for himself
and Duncan Racing teammate Mark
Ehrhardt.

“tortoise vs. the hare” strotegy) would
be important, bat not here. POV is 12
hours of flat-out hammering, and to
slow down to save the machine is to
lose the race. Here, only the fastest rid-
ers on the fastest, most bulletproof ma-
chines have a prayer of winning.

The pressure is not redlly on the top
riders, though, whose speed, consis
tency and willingness to push them-
salves bevond reasonahble limits of ex-
haustion is a given. The pressure is
raally on the machines. What tiny
component has reached its point of fa
tigue and refuses to be pushed any
hurther?

THE SESSIONS BEGIN

The 12 hours are run in four three-
hour sessions and affer two laps of the
first session, Mark Ehrhardt has
jumped into the lead. However, prob-
lems begin early for the four-time POV

EXTRAVAGAN

o

champ and local favorite, [oel
Bontoux, whe is hit by another rider.
With an injured back and broken A-
arms on his TRX-powered Banshee,
his team iz out of the running. Similar
bad luck strikes Duncan Racing/Fhilip
Charles Racing rider Paul Anderson
who, teaming with British champs
steve Clitheroe and Bichard Cale,
crashes hard. The EhrhardtEichner
team takes the first session win easily.

Since repairs are allowed only dur
ing each of the four roce sessions (and
not between roce sessions), Ehr
hard#FEichner plan a long pit stop dur
ing the secand session (o night race) to
replace all brake pads, a gas tank
bolt, change tires, air filter, adjust the
chain and refuel. Though the stop
tetkes only nine minutes, the team falls
to 44th place and the ‘9% Veronica
Beach Race winner from Holland, Wil
van der Laan, takes the lead. Tt is
short-lived, however, as his fast 500e:
EML begins suffaring failures. As the
night sessicn ends at midnight and the
fireworks display begins, Ekrhardt's
teammete Doug Eichner has miracu
lously moved up 36 places and the
American team regains the cverall
lead cver Sloan/Feaure . . . but only by
a few seconds.

ZA!

After 12 hours, the battle came down to
these two teams. Here, Mark Ehrhardt
slips by Cyril Faure on the inside. Both
Mark and teammate Doug Eichner were
racing a Banshee for the first time but
quickly adapted to the high-revving
dune machine. When asked what his
main complaint was with Banshees,
Mark replied, “They don’t handie!” {Hey,
Mark, you guys beat 95 other teams;
don’t rub it inl)

Last year at Pont-de-Vaux, Wil van der
Laan placed fifth aboard 5 Banshee but
this year was happy to be back on a
S00cc EML machine. “The Banshee
feels too short and small to me,” said
the big 43-year-old Duichman, who cap-
tured the win at the Veronica Beach
Race in '92.

e e e

THE LURE OF
PONT-DE-VAUX

LIKE NO OTHER RACE

o During the awards ceremony (and
betwesn blasts of high-test French
moonshine wine), '93 Pont-de-Vaux
Champ Doug Eichner turned o a
friend and, referring to ATV racers in
general, mused, "You know, this is
really our show . . . [ wish we had
something like this in the States!” Pont-
de-Vaux ranks as cne of the top quad-
only events in the world and cther
promoters could take a lesson in how
things should be done.

In addition o 12 hours of world-class
gquad racing (with computerized scor-
ing employing radic transmitters ot-
tached to each quad, and a wide, safe
track], weekend-long POV is a parade

through the town, o fireworks display,
o carmival midway with ATV rentals
and displays in the infield of the frack,
and daily radio and front-page news-
paper coverage. The atmosphere is
relcored and friendly, vel exciting. We
talked brielly with cromoter Michel
Mecingreat.

DW: Howr dicd POV get sigried?

Maingret: The format has always
been quads-only. In 'BE we had two
races, one with conventional heals
and the other a sir-hour endurance.
Then in ‘87 we staged the first annual
1Z-hour race.

- DW: Why only quads?

Maingret: [ like all motorsports, but
on dirt [ prefer quads. I f=el they're
more spectacular, particularly "flat-
tracking” through the turns. When we
started the race in ‘B8, ATVs were
something new, the spectators were

atlracted ta them, and the formula
worked. There are many dirt bike
races in Fronce, and we didn't really
need another one,

DW: Do you like dealing with the
querd peopla?

Maingret: Yes! The mood is more
friendly and fun than with the dirt bike
Crod,

DW: Pont-de-Vaux iz a rather small
town. Do the locals like the avan i?

Maingret: Oh, yes. They now it's a
big deal and they really get inte it: evw-
ery year they jorm the strests waiting
for the parade, and the infield of the
track has a steady, 12-hour flow of
speciators coming and geing. French
quad champion Joel Bontoux summea-
rized it in a newspaper interview:
"Pont-de-Vaux is almost like o pilgrim-
age; every year the riders and fans
keep coming back!” e
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2. FaureBousiqua’Siom 2. FaurnBousiquerSican
3, Winker Wildmiry Tharmion 3. KuhmBamatTe Castro
4. Bol/Bakouazilonge 4. Perrat/Fary/Bangaian
5. wan des Laan/Gailard/ 5. AnderseaCole'Cliharnca
Abgrall Sasshon 4
SeEaon 2 1. EhrbairdiEichines
1, KuhnlBarralDe Castro 2. Faure/BousiqueSiaan
2. GovertBovoweVairdor % Man d'rlf'-ﬂﬂ-‘GM
4. Fara/BousiqueSloan Abgrall -~
o ,_,;NNNL;FTEMH &, Weyrar iR apalin
&, Wan dar LaandGaianed 5. Johnaonddabmsend
Abgrall Hudson
FINAL OVERALL
1. Enthandt Eches. . o ~Banshea.. ... LS4,
2. FaureBousiquaSioan Eanshea. .
4, MsymerVoiinAepelin .
4, GowonfBmn ., . e
5. Van der Lsan/Gailard?
Abpmil .y i
8, Hopin'Guyomard Clavier ... Banshoe. ...
7. Bonnot/Beaudon
T ILH S s s LT T France
A Ll aro Canehl. ... Handa, oimemsema Frarce
. BagauttiCanmand
FrOrREQEOL  coaiycesiaisiasasscrions Banshed........... France
10, WosdWikinsFardred ... e PR Engtand
SPECIAL AWARDS
| o ot BB . i Ehrharct/Eichiner
= Fastest lap during race ., ... EhrhardiEichner
= Fagtast 2-riclar tearr.... -« EnrhardiEichnes
» Farstest ladies (8Om0 ..Hurtmmdafm TRon
= Faatest vet tearn over 400 ... DugaetGrizard Pontile

EXTRAVAGANZA!

INSIDE PONT DE VAUX

= Annual guad-only event held third
weekend of August ona mile from the
town of Pont-de-Vaux (Pon-duh-VOH),
southeast France.

* High-spead, wide, smooth, hard-
packed, approx. two-mile course with six
TT-style jumps, one big-air jump, and
one guarter-rmile paved straight.

= Event consists of four three-hour
sessions: Saturday 3 pom. and 8 p.m.,
Sunday 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

* Each session begins with a La
Mans-style, dead-engine start: At flag
signal, riders sprint across track fo
quads.

= After first three sessions, quads ane
impounded and repairs can only be
made during race sessions. All parts

the frame.

* Maximum of 100 teams, this vear in-
. cluding representative teams from
France {65), England {20], Germany (2],
Holland (2], Italy (2}, Belgium (1), Portugal
(1), Spain (1) and LL5(1).

+ Each race team consists of two or
three riders and ong guad only.

= Winner is determined by team com-
pleting the most number of laps and still
running at the end of 12 hours.

» First-place payback: $2500 to be di-
vided among team.

* Quads must be betwaen 240cc and
1000ce, under 102 db., and use standard
commercial gas only.

{including motor} can be replaced except |

EXTRAVAGANZA!

RESULTS:
1993 12 HOURS OF PONT-DE-VAUX
Sesslon 3
ekl 1. EnmansiEichnar

1, Ehrmardb'Echeer

(Dirt Wheels extends o special
te Dunc an Racing/FPhilip
]|\_|I| = Racing and Michel Maingret

.fm halp with this story.) A

me the woods of Anmﬂca to the French
countryside. Cross-Courrtry Champ (and
Duncan Racing rider) Bob Sloan teamed
with Cyril Faure (France) and enjoyed a
few new challenges: the fastest track he
had ever ridden on, trying to understand
French, and riding a Banshee for the first
time. Said Sloan, “Faure’s team is really
organized; they have two cooks, a doc-
tor/masseuse, and that Banshee is really
fast. | was passing Hondas like they were
standing still!"

2DOWN—2 TD GO
n thire the end
a2 PDV-winn ;
(nat 1o be confused with Phili;
Racing!) which iz forced to drop out
with suspension problems. WWhi
tinuing to hold down a solid second
place, Sloan and Faure mus

o

I rowr

EKTRHVEGEHZE'

A typical pit stop includes refueling, a
check of wheels and chain, wiping off the
numberplates, and a rider switch . . .
about 30 seconds.

all in

Fatherison racers are nothing new, but
how about father/daughter racers?! Hor-
ace Robinson competed this year aboard
| & trick, Banshee-motfored LT250, while
his daughter Lisa (& top English rider)
raced a Banshee on an all-female team.

Tearing it up on the short tarmac (pave-
ment) section is the third-finishing team
(coincidentally #3 in "92 also.) Leader of this
fast French team is Jacky Voirin, definitely
the wildest man in France. From lerrorizing
waitresses and trophy girfs to spinning
donuts after the race to pouring bootleg
wine down everyone's throat, this guy is
the original party animal. Vive le France!

Cor

nd with a motor on the way out
and leader Ehrhardt waves bye-bye
as he blows by Slean on one of the
sixth-gear straights.
c']t TH, ]t' \F.l.1"

a co .'zll_llii.';JIi.u.'J

.de]h.ll"}l:’!tf w]th "]d l"l'j o B:u"
shee, posis impressive lap fimes and
enjoys the challenge of Pont-de-Veux:
“In cross-country rasing, we de hove

. but I'tn used to o
|

LI|1l.| L

SOIE f:l sactions
ardage spaads fm,m'h'] 20 mph, not
On some of the straights h 8re, you
hear that wind -.rrh]m sing by at 2 anh
and it's exhilarating!™
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SPECIAL: 12 HOURS OF PONT-DE-VAUX

THE AMAZINGDUNCAN RACING/
PHILIP CHARLES RACING

3 super-fast, super-tough quads!

1 Why would any professional team Fletcher: Yep. We brought over
race the equivalent of 30 events on a  sight mechanics, three race teams [in-
quad without performing any mainte- t..ur]lrl_.; ight riders] and thres virtueal-

nance on it? Becouse they have ne vy identical E{Iﬂ:shx'.'x."'. Back in England
choice. In a race as competitive gz [ spent four months and ower 100 hours
Pont-de-YVaux, toking the time ic do a prepping each of the guads just for
top-end, replace bearings or change Foni-de-Venx,

the clutch would certainly mean giv- DW: [lascnbe the prep work,
ing up any chance of winning. Nowr, Fletcher: We started with new Ban-

compound this abus i 1o a machine by
putting ; the fastest riders in the waorld
on it for 12 hours ri fhr‘r; 1I ':r t. T4
TI*.]:'; iz what Pont-de-Vaux iz all  with :]
about. To simply finish the roce isa  ally we nmrku 1.‘0111 seroick
major accomplishment. To win it them up: suspensic

right cut of the crate, then
i them down Inlw'l 1me. Each

cnd built
1, motor, chassis,

ith no major mechanical problams everything. Eac hine is warth
is o miracle and a tribute to a su- about 15,000, ing labar. e SRR e MY
premaly talented, weall-ongomized teoam. DW: What will hapg o the three @ How can a quad fly off fifth-gear
The day after the race, we talked with  Banshees, now that the race is over? -:_:‘:"Pf_;ﬂ_‘: !;TE ‘:‘" ﬁ;’-‘:‘ﬁ:;:ﬁg“:ﬁ;"}
v =) . "I I} ay - ¥y Lris B < []
;-.-fur'.m_ L; lr*'.f::nor at Philip F_ancr]-m Rac . FIe_tch:}r: We'll put rlb-;:-ut :;l:'?l.][]l: Jotm_l be:?comganmts%nd s e
ing to learn :'n:x':_'l"u}r did it. into the three quads cjottn_'l.;; them SASL ration. For the '93 12 Hours of Pont-de-
DW: First of all, explain the connec-  in shape, then try 1o get about FAOC0 for  Wawux, Duncan Racing/Philip Charles
tion between Philip Charles Racing  each of them. Last year's race bike now  Racing entered three identical
and Dunean Bazing. hiars 30 races an it and its deing fine, Banshees and caplured the overall with

vou know, [ Tele . Othar than the cost he pepe one of them. Seen here: the team quad
vou know, Duncan DW: Other than the cost of the nev DIGtE B EAgishiran EoUl MEs o
Richard Cole and Steve Clitheroe.

Fletcher: A
Racing [in the States] produces ATV Bonshees and prepping them for the
performance products and does high- race, w hat other expenses are in-
performance engine work. Philip in rac m,T Pont-de-Vauxy DW: Tell us about interesting setups
Charles Leisure is Europe's largest ‘ve got fuel for the onthe machines.
quad dealer and we are the sole dis- rossing from England Fletcher: O course, they all have
tributor for Dunean Racing in England. Ic:- .T:‘ur!c.t' TOHIC ] olls, food, about 20 JJUTh' an motor work and components,

DW: ¥You and Duncen Racing put to-  hours on the phone to the 1.8, and  including High- T"’tw pipes and MNation-
gather quite o combined effort for this  France working out the det all al Midrange porting. For suspension
vear s Fonf-de-Vaux. told, about $3000. we ran Loager's A-orms and swing-

32 DIAT WHEELS f DECEMBER 1553




With this screaming Hansf.'ree.-'ﬂuncan
Racing motar, Mark Elhrhardt and Doug
Eichner were never passed—in 12 hours
of racing at Ponl-de-Vaux—by any other
350. Though they never had to remove it,
the PCR cover allows the Banshee clutch
to be changed in four minutes; no drain-
ing of coolant or oil is necessary. Also
noie the chromed foolpegs (Blaster lefis),
which bolt right on and move the pegs
back 2".

wocks. Becouse one
of the roce sessions iz at night, we ran
an additional handlebar-meounted
headlight and two taillights, just for in

LATCITICE, ....]1.]“ e Ill':lll i tne !'.1:']1l'_'|.".
T:'w:u:.;:“. wa didn't plan on pulling the
clutch, wea installed the Philip Charles
Racing cl ]*f-'-'| COVET; '-.r,fi'.h if, wou comn
change the clutch in only four min
utes, as opposed to an hour with the

arm with Ohli

the TRE rear calipers on

--.-'

( ]_z

Fletcher They are actually stronger
calipers and have more pad ared
than the stock Bonshee brakes. During
the nr 5t session, we ram pads on Ehr
hardiEichner's machine that were too
saft, so they needed changing.

Dw What provisions did yvou make
far fewer pit f\r':-,m‘-:I
Fletchar. First af all, we had only
two riders [Mark Ehrhardt and Doug
Eichner] instead of three cn our Amer
icomn team. Since all racers on a given
lecm are required 1o ride, having only
twre relly \Imll‘uﬂc\n BTV i
siop to switch riders. Than, with a
a.6-gallon tank, we only had to stop
once during each three-hour session
to refuel. And the Shredder tires in the
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This is just part of the Duncan Rac-
ing/Philip Charfes Racing crew at Poni-
de-Vaux. (That's Mark Ehrhardl top cen-
ter, with Doug Eichner and Bob Sloan on
the right. Martin Fletcher is seen bottom
center with Philip Charles on the right.)

i b
A stock Banshee-length Laeger swingarm
allows using a FourTrax 250R-style axle
carrier (with faster chain adjustment) and
brake caliper (with more pad area.) Notice
the twin rear taillights; Ponl-de-Vaux reg-
uiations require only one, but why take
the chance of having to wasie precious
time changing bulbs during the race?

rear wedar quite well, 5o we only had
to chamge tires once in 12 hours, At the
end of 12 hours, tho 1<*l', all four tires
were almost bald. 've ne LEET]
front radials weaar down like
fast right-hand sweeper
tion the gquarter-mile p!.]".-'l.:'!.] '.il.'l:li':?.':
really ate them up. If it had started
raining toward the end of the race, it
would have been really slippery out
therel

DW: How
haock to sove the machines?

Fletcher: None. Once o rider has
sat a poce for hi vou can't ask
him to h .=_'r:rl".|.1r:'J'. and
FEichner said that Pont-de
ek almo ,I as hq
Mickey Thomp:
minutas |'.::'n;. T}HJI'. ome serious
hammering for 12 hours, especially
coming from riders like Mark and
Doug.

Oine

|.]- lic
o men-

did the riders haold

BONSHEES
_

DUNCAN RACING/PHILIP CHARLES
RACING PONT-DE-VAUX BANSHEES
{All thrae machines, including EhrmardtEichner’s
wininirg machine, are vinually idantical)
SPONSORS
-.Duncan Racing [618]) 258-8306),

. Main sponsors....,

Phiip Charkes Racing ([oountry code 44]
532 T7a683). Yamaha
Co-Sponsors....... Oragon Motarsparts, MMF, Douglas,
Ohling, Cascade, Cuteérwedrs, B Ray, Lapger's,
Motion Prg, Escatel Hotal, MOGA, Jarmes
Luncky Ent., Geoddapeedd

MACHINE

. B3 Barshes
LARRrOK. 355 |b.
ook wiunreosisary brckets cut,

pussers added, pairted
MOTOR

.33 Banshes
Paul Turner Mations! Midrange

Ignition ... Stock wiSafar siator, fhwheals

lighternect by Duncan
Spark plugs/gap.
Reed cage

Stock wiluncan reeds and read

siop mod

Carrators. ... 2] 35 PWE Kethins wTuncan

Superficw mod and booat Dot

AirtoxTilersoil...... Stock wilames Lucky wenbed lid!

FAMN wilutarvaarsBel Fay

Fipes/silancers .Paul Tumar High RawFat Boy

Fuel .. ELF {European) Super Uinleaded 28 octane pump

gas (Font-ca-Vausx regulations don’t allow special ges)

2=stroke allfratho ... i Bal Rend2:
DRIVE SYSTEM

CRACh BPANGE o _Pasul Turmern’same

Gaearboxfoll ... Stock wiluncan ahit star maod/Bal Fay

Chain .....RK ShO S50 heawy-duty Q-ring w'solid rodars

1B (LK) stnal
................................... 1640
FRONT END
BT ot s o i) Laagee’s 42° chromody w86

Yamaha Warrior scraw-n Ball jents and

sduatatia cambar

Spindles....... SStock wisterning amn sar walded in placa
~Ohlins piggybeack, stock fravel
Stock vwiatops cut
-PEF

Leagess ehiromaly =tocs length w
Honda-styla accentno housng

Rear axlefcarriar . JF +27 jpach side) wilaeger carriar

ETTE T[T A —— Chling plagyback, stock iravel
TIREEWHEELS/HUBS

T L e Jarmes Lucky grooeed radials”

Goidapand Shreddars [Europa). (Tud Tamers usad
for qualihing snd practics)
Tire sizes fir ... Ad5080- 101 Bxt1-11

Tires-P5I 1.

e M0tEZN Pro GR-typa
Slock Banshes (or easier pull]
wiparking brake remavad
Maotion Pro

ps - Grayden
Tether kill switch_.._...._.... PmDealm wiiclip mam-ened
for aulck insertion
MISCELLANEOUS
Mol bars .
Front burmper/grak bar,
Swingarm skid plate Lo
Fuel tank IS 5.6 ged
Lights v ... Stk plus singhe handlebarn- mu:-mted
GEW halogen witustom POGR brackets! (2) stock rears
A i e KA Grippm
| Baody plastic. Stoek irimirisd

FoOtRBES e SH0CK Blastar, using 2 lofte

[msuits in 27 back)

OTHER SPECIAL SETUPS |

FCA [d-mnute guick-changs) Chtch CovenChromed:
bemke pedal, footpegs, shiftar, front burmpe:

MANAGEMENT, CREW, TRANSLATORS

Jin Belimger, Philip Charles, Stewe Cook, Gregory

Deran, Lenny Duncan, Marin Fleiches:, Kevin Moody,

Bart Pfannenstiel, Nathalle Views, Brian Weoodeock,

Iud bike courtesy of David Thomton.

As the sun sets in southeast France, Mark
Ehrhardt jumps on his Duncan Racing/
Philip Charles Racing Banshee and round
two blasts off at Pornt-cle-Vaux. =
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