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0 Racing in and winning the Grand
MNational Pra Series is the ultimate
q:}::] for moest of loday’s top ATV rid-

Along with the excitement, ad
u-nhl ne rush a nn_l glamor, one con
alzo experience constant frustration,
hearbreak and disappointment. Such
was the case last vear for New Jer-
5 Trervis Spadear.

iile showing the talent
speed to run up front he failed fo
make it to the checkered flag on nu
mercus occasions, Call it bad luck i
you will, but mechanical break-
dowrns and crashes wy I EEning
so frequently that the fun facter was
diminishing fast.

[ had zo many DNEF's last year that
for the final race, 1 borrowed
friends quad [Z504 class champ T
Chesson's 250F] and raced il instead
V! aoid Spoader. Mot only did he
finich the final pro roce ot Loretia
Lynn's, but he won it!

Knowing the value of fast

cind

I

and rali-

chble machinery, Travis went shop-
ping. For ‘98, he landed a ride with
Dunean Bacing. A& rejuvenated Trav-
is Spader candidly filled us in on his
tecom and new

nenw

new meochine,
for the future.

iz veor | intend to moke gox 2 o
winning the GNC 230 pro
champicnship. With my new Duncan
Roacing engine and Doug Roll Lebo

plan

I think I stand

2yar |'_I']'-.'I_E' (8]

wrir

going t

ve it everything I've got.”
FACTORY RIDE
Since the major ATV momufactar
ers have all but abandoned ATV rac
ing, the aftermarket suppliers have
stepped in and filled the veid. Actual-
the factories did ge
raicing, they o :I.l 1 proboab hr haw
plory “ooatch-up” with the ATV perior
mOnce companies. Companies such
as Dunean, LR, ':Spnu'k" FEE Cus-
I:ru,"-'-..‘:Jq.T_m*qru and Rell Dy I Cre
just a few af the top players in this
by ]I."x competitive fi SRR
"Onece the factories L it
up the ball and have been
writh it ever since,

Iy, if

» picked
TN
acrys Duncon Hac-

Travis Spader has what amounts to a
factory ride in the GNC Naltionals and
PACE Supercross series. His Duncan
Racing/Doug Rell Design 250R is state-
of-the-art ATV racing technology. -

= With its wide (49.5%) front end and
fully adjustable chassis, the Lobo-
framed 2508 is very stable and pre-
dictable in the corners.

ing guru Loren Duncan. T weuld ex
pect the foctories would probably
hove to come to us if they started rac-
ing again. We have been modibying
and racing the Honda 2508 for well
cver len years now. I they [the facto-
ries] suddenly got back into if, they'd
have to come out gunning for us.”

"Thizs year, Loren and 1 are spon-
zoring probobly the closest thing to a
factory ride \.n}'ﬁnf' "rJ".c"-.fcxr 11 i1
the ATV ranks,”
Dieacy f—ml!. Tu': L] w-..upn'] 0
new Lobo chassis thet has even more
3 gion travel without raising the
ride height. This is prooably the most
tunakle ATY racing che there has
avear haan,”
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"Travis likes his racing quad o
some overrev cn the top-end,”
Duncon. "Thats in case he finds
himszelf in a situation where he can't
shift 1|'-: A9mm

o that type of silu-

lore

SOYE

he wanls t

PWE is well suiled

ation.”
LOBO'S 1998 CHASSIS

Dioug Bell has come up with o fow

improvements on his fully adjustible

racing chassis. First of all, he has

modified the ront end to allow it to

ot a full 4

width, which is

“.,]'-T"., rocineg rules

just undear the
inches
"For the motocross roces we

ed a front track

wrernt
width that wos as

Travis Spader and his mechanic, Mark
Keen, will have the benefit of a high-
tech guad and factory-iike support from
Duncan Racing and Doug Roll Design
this year. The compelition had better be
on the lookout.

Custom Axis shocks up front are hand-
crafted lo work with Doug Roll’s new
"98 Lobo chassis. The chassis and sus-
pension adjustments make this ma-
chine ane of the most tunable gquads
ewver built. =

" aarys Kol
TUTITIING OUT CREs wit |". S0Ime ol
top oro: suntry racers [Chod
bott Srniley, William Yokely]
who al 44 inch da
to maks it fit and be more monuavar-
able between the trees.”

For "28, Roll is offering o complete
racing package thal will tronsform
your ordinory guad frrctor
a1, [t con of the Lobo chas:
engine mount kil, subframe, swing-
ith pivet bearings, chain rollers
and hardware, chrome
with mounting kit, complete A-orm
kits and hardware, stainless stesl tie
rods, aluminum airbox with airboot

and Custom Axis dual front
ks sinale rear shock with all
he mounting hardware included.
The total price this high-perfor-
mance racing packoge is BEYS5.
; with Custom fAxis
the most technolooically
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fer 10
l" vel, and we can dial in the A-orms
and ride height of the maochine for
any track in the country,. Cn the back
run o no-linkage Custom Ax

i= single shock that gets over 11 inch

s Custom

wheel

end,

es ol il o the r|«:-
link svs .1 m becouse linkage shocks
cire more prone to heat build-up I||-::|:
a no-link is.”
TRACK TESTING

Travis Spader, his mechanis, Mark
Keen, Doug Roll and Loren Duncan
agraed to maeat us at Southarn Cali-
fornia’z Glen Helen Roo
wanted to get an idea of how well tha
‘98 Duncoan/BRoll 2508 performed in its
% |r~1~ et

way, We

locks im-
, Doug and Mark are
perfectionisst 101 T them-
1 tnarking the final product
2" s possible.

s Phuneon Racing motor is easi
er o ride than most of the racing en-
aines ['ve rdden,” e i

of all, the machines

i

[he
chossis and suspansion i el e
able, it iz 2o versatile thot vou con

make simple choanges and dial it in to
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' whatever track conditions exist,
When you want to turn, it turns. Its
very predictable, as leng as you
know that when you move the bars,
its going to go in that direction in
stantly. It holds a line extremealy weall.”

After Travizs had ridden the moa-
chine for photes, he pulled the quad
into the pits, and Doug dialed in the
suspension sag for our test crew. The
Custom fAxis shocks have compres-
sion and rebound adjustments thet
make dialing them in a3 easy as turn
ing a kneh on the reservoir body.

Char testers confirmed Trawis' ob-
servalions as to the handling and
power characteristics of the Duncan/
Raoll 250R. It does have a very brooad
and easy-to-ride power sprecd that
hooks up early, pulls herd and has o
good amount of overrev on the top-
end. This is not the type of power that
comes on suddenly with an explosive
burst that yonks the bars out of your
hands. It is smooth, linear and gets
the power to the ground.

By making the power easier to con-
trol, Duncan has, in foct, mode it fost-
er at getting around the track. It pulls
hard on the bottom with a smooth
transition to the midrange and top-

Duncan Racing’s new "98 Eliminator

pipe and Fatboy silencer enhance an al-

ready strong powerband on Spader’s
250A. Combined with the midrange
porting specs, this gives the machine a
smooth but pewerful midrange hit that
makes the machine easier to ride tharm
an arm-jerking monster

and. We found ourse

rev when the

was shifting ear-
Iy cnd letting the strong low-end and
midrange pull us through the power
spread. Top-end power was there i
needed, and the engine would owver
sitnation callad for it,

such as appreoaching a double jump
and not wanting 1o shift into the next
gaar. Dwverall, we would rate the
power as being broad, smooth to use
cnd very tractable.

Cornering on the Lobo chassis is
among the most predictable we have

aver ridden. Move the bors cnd it
turns right now. There is no twisting
the bars back and forth and soaowing
your way through a cormer. You pick
your line, turn the bars and go. The
wide front end resists two-wheeling
through corners. Slippery track rac-
ers will like the way it holds a line
around the slickest of corners as if it
wara on rails.

In the rougher sections of the track,
the Custorn Axis shocks prove their
worth with o responsive and plush

Roll uses a no-link rear swingarm con-
nected to a Custom Axis shock to get
11.25" of travel on the back end. It IS
plush.

rida. You don't get the bottoming-out
sensation you can with some of the
other aftermarket shocks we hove
tried. They soak up the braking and
stutter bumps geoing into and ot of
corners and still suck up the major
hits off the skyshot jumps. Cverall, we
would give the suspension and chas
sis an A+ rating for tunability and
performance.
CONCLUSION

Travis Spaders Duncon/Boll 250R
is a5 close lo being a factory quad
racer as there is available todory.
Sure it's expensive, but take a lock ot
any form of sericus aulomotive-type
competition and rou start to realize it
1sn't all that much in comparisan.

[t just goes to show how hig
clved the quad after

1y
market has be
come in the absence of factory in
wolvament. Sure, wea would like to see
the major quod monufacturers et
back into racing, but vou o
they would have to set their sights on
machines like Travis Spaders Dun-
can/Ball 250R te be competitive
Cacyerin.

n be sure

Faor information on the Lobo chas
ziz or Custom Axiz shocks, contoct
PCI (7e0) 731-5920. For info on the
Duncon Bacing mods, contact (619}
£a8-6306.

TRAVIS SPADER'S







