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The next step

e

Duncan Raeing’s Fat Boy 4 exhouwst, o KEN
alr fitter, and refetting the steck carb give
the Handa more power to roost

ondas 250EX is the higgest thing
H in small quads o come along in
quite a while. Thousands of first-time
riders and teenagers ing up from
minis have found that Honda has just
what they're looking for. The power and
handling are sporty and fun. 1t's roomy,
but nat overwhelming, The auto-
clutch/manual-shift five-speed tranny
gives riders the fun of shifting without
the frustration of dealing with a manual
clutch,

Because leenagers keep growing and
beginning riders usually hecome better
riders, we know there are & good many
people with 250EXs who'd like some
maore power and better suspension, Lots
of you have written 1o ATV Action for
advice on how to satisfy the craving for
extra performance from the 250EX
this article, we took our own advice
and added some of Duncan Eacing's
fcontact: [619] 2538-6308) modifications
to the little Honda, Here's what they
da.

INTAKE AND EXHAUST R R R Bk (o b
Duncan Fat Boy 4 Exhaust. {with i ek e e T S SR
spark arrester and turndown) 5456, P%ﬁﬁﬁﬁl:‘ ey,
K&M Air Filter 544. ;'- ITP Holeshot tires on Dougles wheals

Cuterwear £16. 1. give the Honda erigper, mare direct
What it does: With the K&N air filter { handling for aggressive riding and

and Duncan Fat Bov 4 exhaust, the § some roce-quad styling. _
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Dusncan Racing's chrame hum-p-ur izt all flash; it provides sarme stuedy prodec-
tign for the bodywork Elka front shecks are an affordoble way to recdy the
Henda's frant end for horder riding. The shocks we chose for this hep-up ar
the loast expensive of the three levels Elka offars, but they are still tuneable
and rebuildable, &

# If you ride a I50EX, you dan't have o step up to o bigger, more expentive
maching to take a step up in performance, Duncan Racing’s basic, affordable
modifications can make the Handa faster and mare fin.




23NEXS good, snappy power
becomes stronger and quicker-build-
ing. The pipe makes it casy o get the
jun1|::| i g slock 250EX ina irr.'IH
race, and it adds some 1op-end
spood sooyou can pull away from a
stacker in areas where vou can let
the machine rey oul.

This pipe does more tham add per-
formance for drag racing, On trals,
the extrn power makes liitng the
frent end tooclear ruts simpler. Hills
with very little run or technical sec-
tions are less challenging because
the pripas helps the machine ald
momentum quickly, Duncan Racing's
exhaust system is noticeably louder
than the stock exhast, But ivs not
annowing. Because most riders use
th 250EX for trail riding, we opted
for the spark arresteracouipped ver-
sdon of the Fat Boy 4 exhaust,

To et the hest results from the
pipe and filter, wsea a 45 pilat jo
ancd a 110 main je, move The needle
clip ter the third position amd set the
air screww o 2.5 turns ouk.

SUSPENSION
Elka fronl and shocks. Price: 5515,
What they da: Honda equipped
thee 25005 witl shiocks that bave
icleal action for most of thie
machine’s intended riders, n time,

the oil in the sealed shocks breaks
down, so the suspension damping
purfn::lr:m.lm, = il Er.\ﬂu.l“',.' bsecome
less tham it was initially. The shocks
will bottom more casily and the han-
dling will Become looser than it was
when the shocks were new. Because
the shocks are sealed, non-rebuoild-
able units, there is no way b restore
their action,

Eiders who are heavier or more
aggressive than the average rider that
the original shocks are designed for
weilll farual I]:u."r' Escsttaarm Ao I'rt"quw'lt[}'
and lack control a1 high speeds on
rough terrain. Faster, heavier riders
will fired the limits of thae Frant
shocks hefore the rear, soowe
replaced only the fronts 1o keep the
suspension upgrade afiordalle,

The springs and valving on Elka’s
iront and rear shocks for the 250EX
aree set 1o the weight and riding siyle
af the person who orders them, They
alsa affer adjustable spring preload,
s0 the ride height and firmness of the
suspension can be varied,

W forad the action of the Elka
suspension to be as compliant as the
stack shocks at low speeds with far
better battoming resistance for jump
landings and hard hits at high
speods, With the Elka suspension, wo
could ride the Honda harder and

faster than was possible with the
stock shocks, Better suspension
made a new level of fun available
with the machine, Because the Elka
shocks are rebuildable, they can be
serviced to maintain their perfor-
mance.

TIRES AND WHEELS

ITP Holeshot front amd rear tires
on Douglas Billet center wheels,
Prices: Front fines, 555 each, Front
wheels, $100 each. Rear tires, SG0
each. Rear wheels, 595 each.

What they do: The stock tires on
thee 230EX work well o 2 wide vari-
ely of terrain, bul lower profile tires,
like ITPs Holeshots, provide crisper
cornering response beoause they flex
less wnder side loads. On hard ter-
rain, and typical trail conditions
which often include hardpack with a
logse surface, that the ITP tires give
muore bite, so they improve accelera-
tion and braking also. Our experi-
cnoe has shown ghe ITP tires are
more fesislant 1o flats than the siock
tires, too.

For riders who spend much of their
time im concditions that sue the ITP
tires, the Holeshols provide a nolice-
able improvement in handling, But
hecause the ITH tires have <hortes
sitdlewalls and more tightly grouped
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tread, they don’t work as well as the
stock lires in deep sand and mud.

The Douglas wheels offer race-
quad-like styling and aluminum con-
struction for light weight, They're
also a more affordable alternative to
stock wheels.,

EXTRAS

Roll Design Anti-Vibration steering
shaft, Price: 350,

Wikt it efoes: Roll Design's Anti-
Vibration steering shaft is a racing-
guality part that sells for less than tha
slack shalt, Since we bent the slock
slecring shafl on our 250EX, the Roll
Crosipn part gt our Honda back on the
trovil afferrdalsly, The 250E% dovsi’l
wilsrate annoyingly, bul the Roll Design
shall's onti-vilwation handlebar mount
miakes the machine even mane com-
frartalile, and less fatiguing, 1o ride,

Cuncan Racing chrame front
bumper. Price: $169,

VWhat i does: The 250X % stock front
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bumper is too small o protect the
machine’s fenders in a typical crash,
It's also easy to damage the nose
piece by pushing another machine
with the stock front bumper. Duncan
Racing’s chrome front bumper
extends from the center of the
machine to the area in front of the
front fenders, Its styling adds some
race-quads looks to the 250EX also.

THE RESULTS

Chwners of 250EXs should be
encouraged by the oulcome of
Duncan Racing’s modifications to
the machine, Just the fact that per-
formance parts are availabile for the
machine will be nows to somae,
Secandly, the cost of making the
machine work better s a feaction of
the cost of stepping up toa bigger
machine. rinallllp. the 250EX retains
ite good feel and balance, even
when it's set up for faster, more
apgressive riding. d



